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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA MARCHING BAND
2008 DRUM MAJOR AUDITION PROCEDURE

From the USC Marching Band Handbook (page 2):

DRUM MAJORS

The Carolina Band Drum Majors, in addition to performing, act as field assistants during
rehearsal. They help correct individual errors and style problems, and review
fundamentals with the band prior to each practice as requested. The Drum Majors serve
as the principle liaisons between the Director and the band proper. A detailed and
complete description of the audition procedures is printed and available upon request in
the Band Office at the beginning of the spring semester. Drum Major auditions are held
each spring, with workshops held during the winter to prepare for auditions.

Auditions are open to all members of the USC student body, regardless of his/her declared major. No
preference is given to music majors over non-music major candidates. Candidates for Drum Major must
have been a member in good standing of the USC Marching Band for at least one (1) year.

PROCEDURES:

The audition process will consist of three separate segments:
1. Interview (Dr. BrozakOffice, arranged time) on Wednesday, April 23™.
2. Conducting (016, 4:45 p.m.) on Thursday, April 24",

3. Magching/Teaching/Salute (Williams-Brice Stadium, 6:30 p.m.) on Thursday, April
24",

Interviews will tak place on Wednesday, April 23™.
Auditions will take place on Thursday, April 25, 2008.

1. INTERVIEW (Wed ne sday, April 23rd)

Sign-up for a ten-minute interview on the sheet outside Dr. BrozakO®ffice. The interviews
will take place during the morning/afternoon of April 23, 2008.



CONDUCTING (Thur sday, April 24th)
OTe Star Spangled BannerObthe Concert Band will be the performance ensemble.

(The following events will all take place at Williams-Brice Stadium, beginning at 6:30
p.m.)

MARCHING

All candidates will be asked to perform the glide step (from yard line to yard line) until asked
to stop.

TEACHING
Teach a basic marching squad fundamental (one will be selected for you):

Call to attention

Parade Rest

Right Face and Left Face

Horns Up and Down

Pinwheel Right or Pinwheel Left

Stack-up (1-3-5-7)

Corrections may be made if necessary to improve the marching style of the
squad.
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SALUTE

Execute a prepared routine of 5-15 seconds. You should be creative, utilizing arm
movements, various steps/turns/acrobatics, etc.

DRUM MAJOR CAMP

The selected Drum Major(s) will be expected to attend Smith Walbridge Drum Major Clinic
(http://www.swclinics.com/drummajor.html) for instruction in conducting, leadership, mace
routines/spinning, etc. Camp is held during the week(s) of July 6-11, or July 13-18, and the
successful candidate(s) should coordinate with other Drum Majors from USC to attend at the
same time.



